
The nature of all life is “Change.” The question is: How
do we make choices that most benefit the well being of
the community?

Our board of directors sifts through the many issues
facing Maui Nui and seeks to leverage our resources to
secure the biggest positive impact on our quality of
community life.

Since our last Newsletter, some very significant
changes have happened in ways which we govern
ourselves as an island, and how we use our precious
resources.

Water seems to have dominated the Island’s attention
during the past several months. As you may recall, Maui
Tomorrow stepped forward and brought litigation to
reclaim stream waters for the farmers and residents of
East Maui. In a joint lawsuit with the Native Hawaiian
Legal Corporation, we contested the efforts by Alexander
& Baldwin and East Maui Irrigation to secure 30-year
water leases for their corporate benefit. The Court agreed
with us that water is a “trust”, held by the State, for the
benefit of its citizens and that the State has the duty to
protect the natural stream flows, riparian and appurtenant
water rights of its residents. This was a historic ruling
with potentially huge positive impact for our East Maui
residents and our native Hawaiian community. At the time
of this report, it is unknown how the defendants will

respond to the judge’s ruling, whether they’ll appeal, or
work with the parties to fashion some consensual and
more balanced water allocation formula.

In the area of mitigating urban sprawl, Maui
Tomorrow has worked with the County to help pass
landmark legislation to finally establish workable
guidelines to plan, direct, and manage future growth. The
legislation known as Bill 84 will give the County the ability
to establish urban growth boundaries, and set up regional
guidelines to coordinate future growth. Seeking to avoid
the experience of Oahu, Maui will be aiming toward being
an island of small planned communities, separated by
green belts and farmlands.

We have also been working in the areas of affordable
housing, alternative energy production, rules governing
building set-backs for shorelines, and an education/art
project to bring public awareness to the pristine and
culturally sensitive areas of Makena and Honua‘ula. Each
of these projects is discussed more fully in articles
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

And all of these projects have been made possible 
by donations from people like you, who help fund our
participation in shaping Maui’s future. To you, our
supporters and contributors, we bow to express our
deepest appreciation.

– Ron Sturtz

Helping make the point that “Our Environment is Our Economy.” MT had an informative powerpoint presentation at
the recent Congress of State Planning Official’s meeting at the Westin Ka‘anapali Resort in October.

“Our Environment is Our Economy”
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Fifteen years ago the old Waihe‘e dairy site was slated to be a luxury golf
course and condo complex for Japanese investors. Local activists
envisioned a different fate for the secluded expanse of north shore
coastline. They saw a preserve that allowed public access to popular
neighborhood fishing and surfing spots, but protected wetlands and
native plants while respecting the area’s numerous cultural and burial
sites. It’s been a long wait, but Maui Coastal Land Trust recently
completed purchase of the 277 acre Waihe‘e coastline for $4.8 million.
MCLT secured the majority of the purchase price from County and federal
funds, but still must raise the last $1 million from local donors by April
of 2004. Your year end donations can help make this dream come true,
and it’s tax deductible! Call 244-LAND to pledge your support.

Cruise Ship Expert Ross Klein 
visits Maui   by Richard Michaels

Land Trust Needs Donors to
Complete Waihe‘e Purchase

CONTACT INFORMATION
NAME PHONE FAX

Mayor Alan Arakawa 270-7855 270-7870
COUNTY COUNCIL

Council Services Office 270-7838 270-7686
Danny Mateo 270-7678 270-7717
Dain Kane 270-7760 270-7639
Charmaine Tavares 270-7939 270-7127
Joe Pontanilla 270-5501 270-5502
Robert Carroll 270-7246 270-7247
Mike Molina 270-5507 270-5508
Riki Hokama 270-7768 270-7848
Jo Anne Johnson 270-5504 270-5505
Wayne Nishiki 270-7108 270-7119
Rob Parsons 270-7690

Regular Mail: Kalana O Maui Bldg., 200 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793
Email is often ignored, therefore addresses are not included.

Ross Klein, Professor at Memorial University in Newfoundland, Canada,
and author of the book Cruise Ship Blues: The Underside of the
Cruise Industry spoke on Maui in October. Professor Klein met with
Mayor Arakawa and other interested policy makers while on his visit.
Prof. Klein detailed numerous incidents of cruise ship garbage and
sewage dumping, fuel and chemical spills, and other practices which
resulted in $60 million in fines for the industry in the last five years.
He also gave a more factual look at many of the so-called economic
benefits cruise ships offer and the hidden costs attached to them.

Mayor Arakawa was interested in what impact the thousands of
instant visitors would have on Maui and what fees the County might
collect. Prof. Klein outlined how popular ports charge port fees, the
costs of which are passed through to the passengers. It was suggested
that cruise ships spending all their time in Hawaii should be considered
a hotel subject to the fees that hotels and resorts pay. Representatives
from MT encouraged the Mayor to support a revival of legislation that
was designed to regulate the cruise ship industry. Such legislation was
not allowed to reach the legislature floor during last session.
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In October Lance Holter and Ed Case
visited Baldwin Beach, Pa‘ia to
discuss preservation of remaining
areas of the beautiful North Shore
Coastline. Read the full story by Jan
Welda Fleetham in the November 
4-18 issue of the Haleakala Times.
www.mauisfreepress.com

An Evening of Inspiration
“Relaxing, enjoyable, inspiring” were some of the comments that
described our fall fundraiser, “North Shore Future: Choosing the Path
Ahead.” An elegant evening accented with majestic views of the North
Shore was made all the more festive with delicious pupu and wines
provided by The Catering Company (Allen Mann.) Enhancing the
perfect Maui sunset were the sweet sounds of the Freitas-Picard Trio. 

County Planning Director Mike Foley informed attendees with his
signature blend of candid observation and wit. Representative Sol
Kaho‘ohalahala followed with an impromptu ‘oli (chant), a heart-felt
message, and updates from the State Legislature. 

Maui Tomorrow extends a warm aloha and mahalo to our hosts
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Havlina who so graciously shared their beautiful
home. Mahalo nui loa to all who supported us by donating to our
silent auction, and to our volunteers (Marcia Godinez, Kathy and
Michael McDuff, Mike Corcoran, Youth with a Mission, and Neola
Caveny for the beautiful flowers.) Special thanks to coordinators Malia
Davidson and Lucienne de Naie. 

Our deepest appreciation to our guests who gave of their time and
generously donated funds to support Maui Tomorrow’s ongoing
projects. Your continued support makes our efforts possible. Maui
Tomorrow is committed to informing, educating, and mobilizing our
citizens in an effort to shape a sustainable future for all the people of
Maui Nui.

East Maui Streams: 
Landmark Legal Decision
East Maui streams once teemed with native fish and stream
life and supported a large agricultural population. But, after
more than 100 years of massive water diversions, native
stream life struggles to survive. Rural residents also lack
sufficient flows for taro cultivation. The irony is: both are
protected under state law.

On September18 of this year rural East Maui residents
finally had their day in court.Thanks to an appeal filed by
MT attorney Isaac Hall and Native Hawaiian Legal Corp
(NHLC), First Circuit Court Judge Eden E. Hifo in Honolulu
handed down an historic decision. The Judge’s decision will

force a review of the yearly leases awarded to A&B/ EMI which permit the diversion of over
60 billion gallons of water a year from East Maui streams.

“This is a landmark case that could set legal precedents for water law decisions
nationwide,” said MT president, Ron Sturtz. “State law recognizes water as a public trust, it’s
time our public policy caught up.”

The state Board of Land & Natural Resources (BLNR) is expected to decide soon on
whether to accept or appeal the judge’s ruling. Once that decision is made, A&B may decide
to appeal. Both MT and NHLC are committed to pursuing this vital challenge and resolving
this important issue. Mahalo to MT donors who have supported our legal efforts. To donate
to future efforts call 579-9802.

WAI Watershed Forum: Lively and Informative
WAI watershed forum (Sept 5 & 6) brought a wide range of information to the over 130
attendees. Presenters from state, county and federal agencies, public, private and
educational sectors made for a lively exchange of ideas. A dozen organizations involved in
watershed protection or education had displays.

Mahalo nui to Maile Luuwai, Ed Lindsey, Jonathan Starr, Leiohu Ryder, Roselle Bailey
and Dick Mayer and WAI production team Gordon Schwartz, Brian Pellin, David Stephens,
Lucienne de Naie, Christine Shaw, Ann Fielding, Daniel Grantham, Herb Squires and Hannah
Bernard. Videos of most conference events (including terrific performances by George
Kahumoku & friends, Hula Halau Ka Makani Kili‘o‘opu, and Raiatea Helm) will be on public
access TV in the near future. Event sponsors: State DOH Clean Water Branch Watershed
Project, Sierra Club Maui, MT, Christopher Hills Foundation and the Starr Family
Foundation. Generous support from Maui Printing Co., Blue Hawaiian Helicopters, Maui
Ocean Center, Maui Film Festival, Joe Cabato and Geoff Moore, graphic designs.

Real Affordable Housing
by Lance Holter
On October 13, 2003 The Maui Nui Affordable
Housing Task force met to present to the County
Council a plan for action. The Council Chambers were
full to standing room only to hear the Task Force’s 10
point plan for solving the housing crisis so many of
Maui’s residents experience today.
Here is a brief summary of the top priority issues;
1) Create a dedicated source of revenue thru the State
Conveyance tax for the purchase of land to locate
affordable housing communities.
2) Use Land Trusts to keep housing prices perpetually
affordable taking the high cost of land out of the price
equation and thus build real affordable homes in the
price range of $110,000 to $160,000.
3) Create enforceable Affordable Housing Guidelines
and rules that “shall create” housing that Maui’s
working families can afford.
4) Prioritize water allocations to affordable housing
for Maui residents.
5) Help and encourage the State, the Mayor, the
County Council, the Department of Housing and
Human Concerns, the Maui Nui Affordable Housing
Task Force, large private landowners and private
developers to work together to build truly affordable
housing. 
Finally, a cabinet level position must be created to
accomplish and co-ordinate the above policy changes
to accomplish the goal. A team composed of land
owners, planners, realtors, contractors, bankers, and
affordable housing advocates will be formed to create
a master plan of model affordable communities for
the year 2004.

Renewable Energy by Sean Lester
On the renewable energy front, the 20 Megawatt wind
farm which is slated to be built above Ma‘alaea has
once again been held up due to Hawaiian
Electric/Maui Electric’s insistence on connection
standards that go far beyond what is normal for such
installations.

MECO/HECO publicly supports renewable energy -
however they are not developing viable alternatives to
the proposed Waena Diesel Power Plant or the
incredibly polluting Kahului power plant (with over
110,000 pounds of toxics pouring into the
Kahului/Wailuku area yearly.) They’re also planning
other fossil fuel plants throughout the islands.

Installing your own solar electrical panels and
connecting them to Maui’s electric system is very
difficult to do with MECO’s regulations, thus
discouraging such installations for you and me.
Growing public pressure is needed to push the utility
towards utilizing more renewable energy in the near
future. Other independent power developers are trying
to find ways to meet Maui’s energy requirements with
renewable energy. Look soon on the MT website for a
primer on renewable energy.

Ma-kena Video Contest Awards Ceremony
Feb. 6th at the MACC
E Kupa‘a Honua‘ula Offers Prizes and a Chance to
Talk Story About Ma-kena by Marcia Godinez 

The Ma-kena Video Contest (MVC) is a public awareness campaign that
combines the fundamentals of democracy with the innovation of art. The contest
invites people of all ages and skill levels to express their thoughts, feelings and
interests about Ma-kena and the surrounding Honua’ula district in a three to ten
minute video.

Looking at the huge district surrounding Ma-kena, the district of Honua’ula,
we realized the entire district is undergoing quite a transformation. Mauka, the
Leeward Haleakala Watershed Restoration Partnership plans to reforest the
uplands in native koa. Makai, the island of Kaho‘olawe was returned to the State
on November 11, 2003. The future of one important part of Honua‘ula has not
yet been decided. In the midst of the district-wide transformation is the Ma-kena
recreational area, a popular destination for residents and visitors. Most people
express strong emotions regarding the relatively pristine area. This video contest
is a chance for the community’s vision to emerge.

Many local families are among the 1000 people per day that frequent 
Ma-kena. In most households the phrase “Let’s go to Ma-kena” has usually
meant, “Let’s take time for ourselves, away from work, and enjoy a day in
nature.” Those words probably mean the same thing to our visitors too, the 

ones who would like a taste of what visiting Hawai‘i once meant. 
This contest is a chance to hear ALL points of view. The MVC invites any 

and all to submit a video or other presentation programs like PowerPoint and
Keynote. Three cash prize winners will be awarded in each division-youth, adult,
or professional. Or you can show your support by attending the Ma-kena Video
Contest Awards Ceremony, Friday, February 6, 2004 at the Maui Arts and Cultural
Center. Tickets are only $11 and will be available at the MACC box office in
January. A sell out audience is expected so get your tickets early. For more
information go to www.maui-tomorrow.org

BIG MA-KENA RALLY! Sat., Feb. 21st  •  1 - 4 pm  •  Kalama Pavillion, Kihei

MA-KENA’S FUTURE IS BEING PLANNED NOW!
GET INFORMED AND GET INVOLVED!

Ma-kena Paint out
We have an amazing group of artists that will surely make this Plein-air art event the finest
art event on Maui. Responding to artists’ request, paint out time has been postponed to the
cooler winter months. Gala opening location will be announced in January 2004. The
auction and display of these inspirational works of art will help raise funds to begin a
master planning process for Makena State Beach that is much needed. Besides our
supportive local community, we hope to share this event with our visitors who come to the
islands in the winter months. If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering
with this event please call event co-chair Diana Dahl at 572-1804.

Ma-kena Shoreline Historical Hike
January 11
The Makena area has a rich and varied
history, from pre-contact times to the
present. It will all come alive on this
leisurely half mile walk from Pu‘u Ola‘i to
the historic Keawala‘i Church. Meet at 9am
at Makena State Park’s first paved parking
lot. Wear shoes suitable for walking on
sandy and rocky shoreline. Co-sponsored by Sierra Club Maui. For
information call 572-8331.

Attorney Isaac Hall
receives National Award
Name an environmental issue in Maui that
made headlines over the past twenty years,
and chances are that Dana & Isaac Hall
were involved in making sure that Maui’s
natural and cultural resources were
protected. The National Sierra Club

honored Hall’s legal accomplishments this September by naming him the
recipient of their prestigious William O. Douglas Award. Isaac, Dana,
their daughter Leahi and other family members attended a gala banquet
in San Francisco to receive the award named for the legendary Supreme
Court Justice known as an early defender of the environment. Hall has
been successful in many key legal issues for both the local Sierra Club
and Maui Tomorrow. His most recent case for Maui Tomorrow,
challenging the state leases that allow diversion of billions of gallons of
East Maui stream water, resulted in a historic legal decision. 

Kupuna panel at
the WAI
Conference
include: Les
Kuloloio, Roselle
Bailey, Richard
Ho‘opi‘i, Rose
Marie Duey, and
Ed Lindsey 


